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THE 1795 G-3, CMM-ga HALF CENT 


By Milton B. Pfeffer 


The coin is called the Lettered Edge, Punctuated 
Date. Occasionally, additional "punctuation" is 
referred to, that is, the period after AMERICA, on 
the reverse. 

The so-called period is no more'a punctuation 
mark than the comma, which is immediately recognized 
as a slip of the graving tool. On some fairly worn 
specimens of this variety the period appears to he a 
round dot. But on higher grade coins it is seen to 
be a short, downward line somewhat thicker at the top 
than at the bottom. It is also a little too weak to 
have been a part of the reverse design. If any 
intent was present, it was made by the engraver as a 
guide mark in punching the letters of the legend. 

Or else, it too may only be a slip of the cutting tool, 
or nothing more than a tiny chip out of the die. 

A similar mark will be found on the obverse of 
this coin, to the right of the T in LIBERTYj and I am 
not now referring to the "period shape defect" that 
Gilbert noted, at the top of the I and the R. 

On worn specimens (such as the ANS coin), the mark to 
the right of the T also looks like a dot, but on 
sharper specimens, one can see quite clearly that it 
is a short, vertical line, which is somewhat wider at 
the oottom than at the top. Again, one may speculate 
whether these defects (above the I, above the R, and 
to the right of T) were intentionally created during 
the die preparation process, or were accidentally caused, 
or are merely the result of inherent vice in the die. 

The letter N in UNITED draws special attention 
because the upper right serif shows some imperfection 
in the punch or recutting of the die. Most of the 
upper part of the serif exhibits some extra thickness, 
which is not found in the rest of the serif, or in the 
corresponding lower left serif. 

Another oddity appears at the bow. What looks 
like an extra bit of stem will be found under the 
right loop of the bow, where it meets the left loop. 
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Except for one failing, .this coin would be ideal 
for type collectors looking for an example of the 
1794-1797 half cent: it is usually found on a good 
flan; it has an interesting lettered edge; and the 
punctuated date lends additional appeal that an 
ordinary coin in a type set lacks. The one drawback 
is a serious reverse die sinking, causing a weakness 
in the center of the coin, both reverse and obverse. 
Even a solid V F specimen cannot escape the genetic 
curse, and it will have weak hair lines and a weak 
HALE CENT. 

That failing, however, may save the coin from 
being sentenced to imprisonment in a type set, and 
will thereby assure it of a cordial welcome from 
variety collectors. Here, as in other areas of life, 
birth defects are not all that important. 

The same reverse die was used to strike the 
1795 G-l, CMM-1 (Lettered Edge, with Pole). There, 
it shows the same blemishes as in G-3, except for the 
reverse weakness. This helps establish the fact that 
G-l was struck before G-3. 

The 1795 Lettered Edge, Punctuated Date, also has 
implications for the large cent collector, because 
the same dies that were used to strike it were also 
used to strike the 1795 Plain Edge, Punctuated Date 
(G-8, CMM-2b). The same thing happened to a 1795 
large cent. There is a lettered edge variety (S-76a) 
and a plain edge variety (S-76b), both struck from the 
same dies. Since the weight of the cent and half cent 
were officially re.duced that year, the assumption is 
that the dies were in the press when the directive 
changing the weight of the coins became effective. 

If this assumption is correct, we learn something 
about the operation of the Mint in 1795. First of a11^ 
these large cents and half cents were struck simul¬ 
taneously, using different presses. Next, only two 
presses were used for copper coinage, at that time, 
because if there were a third, we would have a third 
copper coin having both a lettered edge and a plain 
edge, and struck from the same dies. Also, there 
probably were different pressmen for large cents and 
half cents. 
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The relative scarcity of these coins also presents 
an interesting problem. The large cent lettered edge 
(S~76a) is rare and the plain edge (S-76b) is not. 

The opposite is true for the half cent. The lettered 
edge (G-3) is relatively common, but the plain edge (G-8) 
is quite scarce. How can that be explained? 

It has sometimes been said that S-76a is rare 
because it was re-melted at the Mint before being 
released to the public, and was restruck as S-76b, thereby 
securing a greater number of coins from the same amount 
of copper. Can we accept this where the half cent 
rarity is so different? Why should the Mint have melted 
down the S-j6a cents but not the G-3 half cents? 

There is another, and simpler possibility, namely, 
that the striking of S-j6a had only just started when 
the change in weight was ordered, whereas G-3 had long 
been in production and was about to be phased out, 
because of the reverse warping, when the change-of-weight 
directive 'was made. 

So, the 1795 G-3 half cent is a most interesting 
coin. Fortunately, it is common enough - R3 - especially 
in lower grades, to be available at one's pleasure. 

In grades over 45, however, the collector must do more 
than just whistle for it. 
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THE 1795 G-3, CMM-2a HALF CENT 



By Milton B. Pfeffer 


The 1795 G-3, CMM-2a half cent was referred to by 
Ebenezer Gilbert as the "Lettered Edge with Pole, Punctu¬ 
ated Date" variety. The "punctuation" is a mark resembling 
a comma, between the 1 and 7 in the date. Occasionally, 
additional "punctuation" is referred to, namely, a period 
after AMERICA, to identify the reverse die. Thus, both 
dies have diagnostic "punctuation" marks that distinguish 
them from all other half cent dies. 

Of course, neither the comma nor the period are true 
punctuation marks. The comma is immediately recognized as 
a slip of the graving tool. The period looks like a dot 
only on low grade specimens. If the coin is not too worn, 
the "period" is seen to be a very short, downward line, 
somewhat thicker at the top than at the bottom. The mark 
is also a little too weak to have been intended to be a 
part of the reverse design. Perhaps it was made by the 
engraver as a guide mark in punching the letters of the 
legend. Then, too, it could have been caused by a slip 
of the cutting tool, or it could.have resulted from a 
tiny chip out of the die. 

Coming back to the obverse, the letters I and R in 
LIBERTY have what Gilbert called a "period shape defect" 
at their tops. Roger Cohen suggests they might be guide 
marks used by the die cutter. In addition to the defects, 
over I and R, there is still another die defect in the 
same area. To the right of the T in LIBERTY there is a 
mark roughly similar to the "period" after AMERICA on the 
reverse, only now the short line is somewhat wider at the 
bottom than at the top, and it is more vertical than the 
reverse mark. Again, on worn specimens of this variety 
(such as the ANS coin), the mark looks like a dot, but it 
is not. 

Once again one may speculate whether these defects 
(above the I, above the R, and to the right of T) were 
intentionally created during the die preparation process, 
or were accidentally caused, or were merely the result 
of an imperfection in the die, which could not be polished 
away. 
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The letter N in UNITED draws one's special attention. 

The upper right serif shows either an imperfection in the 
punch or a recutting of the die. Most of the upper part 
of the serif exhibits some extra thickness, which is not 
found in the rest of the serif or in the corresponding 
lower left serif. 

Another oddity appears at the bow, where an extra 
bit of stem will be found under the right loop of the 
bow at its junction with the left loop. 

This particular variety would be ideal for type col¬ 
lectors looking for an example of the 1794-179 7 half cent _ 

since it is usually found on a good flarr;—it has an in- 
teresting lettered edge, and the punctuated date lends 
additional appeal, which an ordinary coin in a type set 
lacks. The one drawback it has is a serious reverse die 
sinking, which results in a weakness in the center of the 
coin, both reverse and obverse. Even a solid V F specimen 
cannot escape the genetic curse, and it will have weak hair 
lines and a weakly defined HALF CENT. That failing, however, 
may have saved the variety from being sentenced to imprison¬ 
ment in a type set, and has assured it of a cordial welcome 
from variety collectors. Here, as in other areas of life, 
birth defects are not all that important. 

The same reverse die was used to strike the 1795 G-l, 
CMM-1(Lettered Edge, with Pole) half cent. There, it shows 
the same blemishes as in G-3, except for the reverse weak¬ 
ness. This helps establish the fact that G-l was struck 
before G-3. 

The 1795 Lettered Edge with Pole, Punctuated Date, half 
cent also has implications for the large cent collector, be¬ 
cause the same dies that were used to strike G-3, CMM-2a were 
also used to strike the plain edge variety, G-8, CMM-2b. The 
same thing is found in the 1795 large cent varieties: there 
is a lettered edge variety (S-76a) and a plain edge variety 
(S-76b), both of which were struck from the same dies. Since 
the weight of the cent and half cent were officially reduced 
in 1795, the assumption is that the directive changing the 
weight of the coins became effective when the dies were in 
the press. If this assumption is correct, we learn something 
about the operation of the Mint in 1795. First of all, some 
large cents and half cents were struck simultaneously, using 
different presses. Secondly, only two presses were used for 
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copper coinage at that time. If there were a third press 
in operation then, we should have a third copper coin hav¬ 
ing both a lettered edge and a plain'edge and struck from 
the same dies. Thirdly, there probably were different 
pressmen for large cents and half cents. 

The relative scarcity of these coins also presents an 
interesting problem. The S-76a large cent with the lettered 
edge is rare, but the S-76b plain edge is not. The opposite 
is true for the half cent. The lettered edge (G-3) is much 
more often found than the plain edge (G-8). ‘How can this 
be explained? It has sometimes been said that the S-76a's 
are rare because they were re-melted at the Mint, having 
been held up from release to the public; and were restruck 
as S-76b's, thereby securing a greater number of coins from 
the same amount of copper. Can we accept this explanation, 
where the rarity of the half cent varieties is so different? 
Why should the Mint have melted down the S-76a cents but not 
the G-3 half cents? 

There is another and simpler possibility; the striking 
of S-76a had only just started when the change in weight was 
ordered, whereas G-3 at that time had already long been in 
production and was about to be phased out because of the re¬ 
verse warping. 

Hence, the 1795 G-3 half cent is a most interesting 
variety. Fortunately, it is common enough -- R3 — especi¬ 
ally in lower grades to be available at one’s pleasure. In 
grades over 45, however, one must do more than just whistle 
for it. 

Uncirculated specimens, for example, very rarely appear 
in auction catalogues. The Brobston coin is said to be un¬ 
circulated and perhaps the finest known. The Alvord coin 
is also said to be uncirculated; and the George E. Chattilon 
sale (B. Max Mehl, November 15, 1938, lot 1636) offered one 
that was said to be similar to the specimen in the Alvord 
collection. Lastly, one other coin described as uncirculated, 
was offered in the May, 1970 Catalogue (No. 5) of Hathaway 
and Bowels Gillettes, Inc. I am sorry to say I have not seen 
any of these coins, and therefore cannot attempt a Sheldon 
grading. 
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The Hillyer Ryder coin (ftew Netherlands, 1954 sale, lot 
269) is strictly graded as V F 30, judging from the plate; 
and the R.i. Miles, Jr. coin (Stack'? 1969 sale, lot 4) was 
graded as V F. 

I judge that the condition census specimens are in the 
65 to 55 area, give or take five points. The R3 rating that 
this variety has is apt to lead one into assuming that higher 
grade specimens (40 and above) are offered for sale about as 
often as the more worn specimens. Such an assumption is quite 
erroneous. A survey of auction catalogues and fixed price 
lists will prove it so. 



HALF GENTS: 1794, 1795 and 1797 REVISITED 
By Milton 3. Pfeffer 


The emission sequence debate for 1794, 1795 and 
1797 brought a number of ideas to the surface, which 
no doubt, had lain submerged for years. These ideas 
will have to be studied in the light of the most re¬ 
cent die state findings, if we succeed in assembling 
them. A few things struck me, which might be men¬ 
tioned, now. 


1794 


The sequences worked out by Walter Breen and Roger 
Cohen are much more similar than dissimilar. They dif¬ 
fer in their placement of only two varieties, that is, 

G-7, CMM-3 and G-4, CMM-4. Even here, they agree that 
the two varieties follow each other in that order. Wal¬ 
ter, however, puts them after G-6, CMM-6, while Roger 
has them follow G-5, CMM-2. 

There seems to be general agreement that the large 
edge lettering preceded the small edge lettering; and 
that the large lettered edges came near the start of the 
year's coinage. 

If one takes the trouble to "translate" George R. 
Ross' die designations into Gilbert variety numbers, one 
finds that Ross' sequence is the sane as that of Walter 
Breen, who independently arrived at it a generation later, 
and not entirely for the same reasons. 

1795 


Co 




The comments for this year were nearly unanimous in 
stating that, based on die break evidence, the thick and 
th*n planchet specimens of G-5, CMM-6a and Sb, and G-6, 
CMM-5a and 5b were apparently struck together, indiscri¬ 
minately; and that contrary to what I had suggested, the 
thick flan specimens are not confined to the earlier per- 
TTOd o"f time before the weight of the half cent was changed 
from 104 grains to 84 grains. 

If this is so, what explains the striking of the even 
heavier 115 grain coins, in apparent violation of Presiden¬ 
tial order? There is no evidence of the existence of any 
groups within the Mint that was opposed to the change and 
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so might have resisted it. Nor can frugality be argued 
by suggesting that the Mint wanted.to "use up" its supply' 
of flans. That would have been waste, not frugality; and 
in these days when overweight silver and gold coins were 
literally filed down to remove a few grains of metal, I 
doubt whether the grossly overweight copper planchets 
would have been used, officially. 

Should we not consider the possibility of a surrep¬ 
titious taking of these flans by workmen (after they had 
been put aside in favor of the thin flans), who then used 
the 3C and 3D dies, which were in the press at the time 
of the taking, for their private activities? The thicker 
coins are rare enough (R5 and R7) to allow such specula- 
t ion. 

The morality that existed at the Mint in those days 
is illustrated in Don Taxay's account of Henry Voight's 
use of a government horse to go off on a junket, without 
leave, ostensibly in search of copper (U.S. Mint and Mint¬ 
age, 1966, page 122). Voight offered an ingenious excuse 
to Elias Boudinot, the Director of the Mint, who felt such 
behavior was "ruinous to the discipline necessary to be 
kept up in the Mint." Voight's explanation was that he 
took the horse, rather than the public stagecoach, since 
the horse would be put out to pasture when he reached 
his destination, and this was good for the health of the 
horse. By equivalent reasoning, a striking of coins for 
one's own pocket may be regarded as good for the coinage 
presses, because disuse leads to rusting and deterioration. 

If this seems far removed from reality, consider some 
of the unofficial restrikes (a marvelous euphemism) at the 
Mint in the middle 1800's. 


17 97 


By unanimous decision: a mess. 
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